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he must make restitution.1 It is only when he has done this
that his sacrifice is accepted and he may count on being forgiven.
And the theme is taken up by prophet and psalmist. "The
sacrifices of God are a contrite spirit/'2 If sinners would be
at one with their Father in Heaven they must rend their hearts
and not^ their garments;8 if they would have their prayers
answered they must " cease to do evil," they must " seek justice,
relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow; " *
if their fasting is to be effective they must loose the bonds of
wickedness and let the oppressed go free.6 No wonder, then,
that in their sublime pictures of the Golden Age, the prophets
of Israel find no place for ceremonial religion. The gracious
figures of Peace and Righteousness and Brotherly Love monopo-
lize the canvas. In the last days God'is to judge between many
peoples and reprove strong nations afar off; "and they shall
beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears into pruning-
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither
shall they learn war any more."6 And in yet another passage
describing the universal peace which is to sway men's hearts
in the good time that is coming, it is figuratively declared that
" the wolf shall dwell with the lamb and the leopard shall lie
down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the
fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. They shall
not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain; for the earth shall
be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea."7
It is true that one element in this glorious dream is
that the knowledge of God will overflow the whole earth with
its life-giving waters; but the manifestations and results of that
knowledge are to consist in the perfect peace, the confident
trust in each other's goodness, which is to reign among men.
According to the prophet Jeremiah, indeed, -the knowledge of
the Lord is but another name for acts of righteousness and love.
"Did not thy father," he reminds the wicked king of Judah,
" do judgment and justice ? He judged the cause of the poor
and needy. Was not this to know Me ? saith the Lord."8 Let
him who would boast, elsewhere exclaims the same prophet in
the name of God, glory not in his power or his riches, but
"in understanding and knowing Me, that I am the Lord that
exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness in the
earth; for in these things I delight, saith the Lord."9

1 Lev. vi. 4.                                6 Micah. rv. 3. 4 ; compare Isa ii. 4.

a Psalm Ii. 17.                             7Isa.xi.6-9.

8 Joel ii. 13.                               8 Jer. acrii. 15,16.

4 Isa. i. 17.                                 * Ilid. ix. 23, 24.
. 6.